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removed the moment a grain of it touches the tongue.
Legends such as the following are circulated to strengthen
the faith of the people. A man of high caste came to
see Jagannatha, but would not touch what he regarded
as unclean food. After leaving the city, his arms and
legs fell off, and in that helpless condition he remained,
until a dog happened to drop a few grains of this holy
rice from his mouth. The man managed to crawl to
the spot, and, licking it up, Jagannatha forgave his pride,
and caused his limbs to grow again.

In connection with the worship of Jagannatha, a
number of festivals are held, which increase the popu-
larity of the idol, and bring pilgrims in greater numbers
to its shrine, Some of these .are to celebrate a particular
season of the year; some are held to recall to memory
events in the life of the deity during his sojourn on earth.
We shall follow a calendar peculiar to Orissa, according
to which the year begins with the month Agrahayana
(Nov.-Dec.).

Ghornagi is held on the sixth of the waning moon
of the first month of the year. The images are clad in
shawls and costly garments. This day is set apart by
some women as a day of fasting for the benefit of their
sons.

Abhisheka^ or the coronation, when the images are
arrayed in royal robes.

Markara is the day of the Sun's entry into the sign
of Capricornus on his return to the north. It is a
day of feasting and general rejoicing.

The Dol Jatra or Holi. Next to the Snan and Rath
Jatras, this is the most popular festival at Puri. It is
a festival, with modern innovations, that was held in
Vedic times to celebrate the return of spring. In all
countries this has been a season of merriment, and the